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A Message from the  

President 

 

 
Dear Fellows and Members of the American 

Laryngological Association, 

 
 Those who have known me for a while can confirm that I’ve never been an 

enthusiastic joiner or an accomplished committeeman. I do not naturally grav-

itate to organizations or put my confidence in the collective. But the ALA is a 

notable exception.  

 In my early days in the field, just over 20 years ago, being an ALA fellow 

seemed a remote and unattainable status for a newly graduated laryngolo-

gist. ALA fellows had written all of the articles which I avidly reviewed as I 

tried to orient myself to the field, had achievements to their name which 

seemed enormous, and which I could not envision myself approaching as I 

started practice in lower Manhattan. In fact, at that time, I think I might have 

been the only person who considered myself a laryngologist. Yet so many of 

those same fellows, exalted though they were, took time to interest them-

selves in me and my thoughts and goals. Crumley, Woodson, Ford and many 

others went out of their way to speak to me and counsel, guide and advise. 

They didn’t know me and I don’t think I asked them to, either – I don’t think I 

would have presumed! Later in my career, when perhaps my status as a lar-

yngologist had become less imaginary, I got to know many of my peer col-

leagues at ALA meetings. The annual meeting raised issues which had to be 

hashed out among us, differences debated, future work planned.  So were we 

assimilated into the discourse of our field, but so also did we develop respect 

for one another’s efforts and a shared sense of purpose. It was a period when 

the scope and breadth of laryngology was becoming better defined as a field 

apart from the rest of otolaryngology and the ALA was where that was hap-

pening. Once I became a fellow, the ALA gave me a chance to take a role in 

this, as the fellowship match gelled and the curriculum for training took place, 

and even more importantly, it gave me the opportunity to be like one of those 

people who had held out their hand to me when I was new to practice.   

 Throughout, I have seen how the ALA has dealt with challenges, encour-

aged initiative, embraced participation and given substance and structure to 
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our shared endeavor, laryngology. After 22 years of participation as both aspiring and actual fellow, I do place my 

full confidence in our organization as our professional home.   

 I’m therefore especially humbled to have the privilege to serve as president of the ALA for 2022-23. It’s gratifying 

to be planning for an in-person meeting again, and I look forward to your contributions to our next meeting, and to 

seeing you all in Boston. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

ALA President 2022-2023 

  

                          
 
 

 A Welcome to our New Council Member 
 
Each year, a new member of the  Council is elected by the Association.   

 

 Congratulations to Robert A. Buckmire, MD who was elected as a Councilor-at-Large at 
the 2022 annual meeting.  In 2015, Dr. Buckmire was inducted as an Active Fellow. 

 

 After graduating from  Boston University with a Bachelors of Arts in Biology, he pursued  
his medical degree from the University of Virginia School of Medicine in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. From there he completed his residency at  the University of North Carolina in 
Chapel Hill (UNC-Chapel Hill) and his fellowship training in Laryngology at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. In 2004, he returned to  UNC where he helped to successfully establish the UNC 
Voice Center.  

 He currently is a Clinical Professor in the Division of Voice and Swallowing of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Sur-
gery. Dr. Buckmire is the Director of the UNC Voice Center, Chief of the Division of Voice and Swallowing Disorders 
at UNC, and the Residency Program Director.  He is dedicated to the teaching and clinical management of swallow-
ing disorders and voice disorders, as well as laryngeal and airway diseases. Dr. Buckmire is recognized as an au-
thority in the field of Laryngology, and was an invited speaker at the fourth World Voice Congress in Seoul, South 
Korea. Dr. Buckmire has been elected to the” Academy of Educators” at the University of North Carolina, and has 
been awarded the March Floyd Riddle Research Distinguished Professorship within the Department of Otolaryngol-
ogy, Head and Neck Surgery. 

 
 
 
 
    
             
 

  IN MEMORY OF   

Dr. James Byron Snow Jr. 
March 12, 1932  –  May 28, 2022 

 
 

Dr. Snow played an active role in the ALA from the year, 1974, when he was inducted as an Active Fel-
low, and election as president in 1990. Dr. Snow was active in organized medicine by working with numerous lar-
yngological society.  Twenty-one years later, he was elevated as an Emeritus fellow.  To view his numerous ac-
complishments, you  may view his obituary in the website, www.alahns.org/obituaries.   

  Since the Winter 2022 newsletter, the Council was notified of the passing of one of our esteemed Past President, 

Fellow and colleague. 



THANK YOU FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

On behalf of the Association and the Council, we acknowledge Dr. Har-El for his dedication 
and guidance provided during his twelve years of service. Dr. Har-El, an  Active Fellow since 
1998, served on numerous committee and provided mentorship to new officers as well as 
newly inducted members.  As his term on the Council concludes, we are indebted to his de-
votion, knowledge and readiness to serve. Thank you for service so nobly.  

 
 
 
 

The 2022 Council wishes to express its sincere gratitude for your continuous support during the past two years 
and COVID-19. With the return to in-person meetings, we were excited that our attendees  was very close to meet-
ing the 2019 registration. The 2022 Annual Meeting celebrated Dr. Rosen’s term as President, with a committee, 
chaired by Dr. Buckmire that formatted a program designed for all laryngeal principles. Our footprint retuned to three 
half-day sessions allowing for more than 35 podium presentations, three panel discussions and two lectures All nine 
societies comprising COSM participated with several having combined sessions. .      

Looking to 2023, the ALA will continue with its three-day meeting May 3-7 in Boston, Massachusetts honoring 
the presidency of Dr. Lucian Sulica. For updates on details, we encourage you to visit the website frequently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Row:  Lucian Sulica, President; Dinesh Chhetri, Vice-President/President-Elect; Joel Blumin, Secretary;  

Michael M. Johns III, Treasurer  

Middle Row: Karen Kost, Editor; Michael S. Benninger, Historian;  C. Blake Simpson, First Councilor 

Bottom Row: Paul Flint, Second Councilor; Clark Rosen, Third Councilor; Albert Merati, Councilor-at-Large; Robert  
Buckmire, Councilor-at-Large;  



 
 
 
 
 

2022 Council Spring Meeting Recap 
 

During the  Council  Spring Meeting, Council voted  to add a third Council meeting beginning in August 2021.  
This will allow for a summary of the annual meeting and to implement any enhancements specifically in prepara-
tion for the upcoming meeting.  

 

2022-2023 Nominating Committee - The Nominating Committee, will be chaired by Dr. Rosen, with Dr. Flint 
(vice-chair);  Dr. Woodson (past-president non-Council member); Drs. James Burns and Julina Ongkasuwan  
(members-at-large) were voted on and approved during the 2022 Business Meeting. We continue to seek nomi-
nations for candidates for these positions. Active Fellows may submit recommendations and suggestions for a 
new Councilor-at-Large as well as nominate themselves by submitting a request to the Administrator’s office by 
September 1, 2022. 

 

Research Grants  - The Research Committee unanimously recommended approval of the the ALVRE grant 
funding to Benjamin Laitman, MD, PhD, a fourth-year resident at Mount Sinai. After review of other applications, 
the committee declined recommending additional funding.    

       Applications for the 2023 research grants will be available online at https://alahns.org/research-education/ala
-research-grants/.  For individuals interested in submitting a proposal for 2023, the deadline for the Letter of In-
tent (LOI) is December 1, 2022 with the application submission deadline on January 16, 2023.  A copy of the 
announcement is included with this Newsletter. Awards will be announced during the 2023 Annual Meeting 

 

Membership Dues - A vital source of the Association’s operating revenue is derived from membership dues. 
Invoices are provided to the membership beginning in December prior to the dues period that begins January 
1st.  You are encourage to remit  your dues via PayPal using AMEX, VISA, and MasterCard. If your institution’s 
policy is to submit a check for  payment on your behalf, you may print the invoice for your accounts payment de-
partment for mailing to the address listed on the invoice.  We ask that you confirm your email address with our 
administrator to prevent a delay in receiving your 2023 invoice in late December or January. Additional details 
will be provided on your invoice or you may contact our Administrator at maxine-alahns@comcast.net  

 

Sustainers’ Fund - This year’s campaign donation experienced a slight decrease in donations. Contributions 
were received from several first-time donors along with previous donors.  Each year, we have a campaign and 
ask you to consider making a donation so we may continue to have a positive financial picture. Our investment 
portfolio continues but with all investments this year, the growth has been slowed as there is always uncertainty 
in investment accounts. Your tax-deductible gift will help to maintain the desired levels to which we aspire.  

 We encourage you to return the donor’s card via mail. Even though you are unable to pay dues on the 
ALA website, you may make a donation via the ALA website, https://alahns.org/donate-to-ala/. 

 Please remember this worthy endowment fund is earmarked to further the Association’s mission on promoting 
education and research. Your annual contribution will insure continuation of this effort. 

 

 

  

 
It is with great excitement that the ALA announces a new award, Eugene N. Myers MD International Award in 
Laryngology. This award will be given on an annual basis during the annual meeting to the best scientific 
presentation from a country outside of the United States of America and Canada. The award will be accompa-
nied with $1,000 check and certificate suitable for framing.. 
 
This award is a result of a generous donation from Eugene N. Myers M.D., FACS, FRCS Edin. (Hon). Dr Myers 
served the American Laryngological Association as Secretary (1982-87) and as President (1989). Dr Myers has 
been an ardent supporter of international cooperation in Otolaryngology – Head & Neck surgery and dedicated to 
excellence in the ALA.  
 
To be considered for this Award,  check the appropriate box on the Abstract Submission Form.  

Eugene N. Myers MD International Award in Laryngology 

https://alahns.org/research-education/ala-research-grants/
https://alahns.org/research-education/ala-research-grants/
https://alahns.org/donate-to-ala/


                                   2022 FELLOWSHIP INDUCTEES 

The 2020 Membership Committee was reappointed to review applications received from 2021 candidates.  Chaired 

by Dr. Dana Thompson, the Committee reviewed a total of four candidates (two Active and two Corresponding) and 

forwarded its recommendations to the Council. Each received approval during the balloting process.   

 

We welcomed Drs. Lesley Childs, Alexander Gelbard, David Lott, Stephane Hans, and Daniel Novakovic into the 

fellowship. Each newly inducted Fellow will play a pivotal role in the future of laryngology impacting our specialty. We 

congratulate them for achieving this milestone in their careers and look forward to roles in the Association for many 

years. 

(Left to right): Lesley F. Childs, MD (Active); Alexander Gelbard, MD (Active); David Lott, MD; (Active); Stephane 
Hans, MD (Corresponding); Daniel Novakovic, MD (Corresponding) 

2022 Annual Meeting Highlights 

 

2022 Awards - The 2022 awards were presented to the following individuals:  American Laryngological Awards 
(ALA) to Dr. Edie Hapner;  Guest of Honor Award to Paul Jack Rosen, MD (Posthumously) was accepted by his 
son, Dr. Kurt Rosen and grandsons, Zane and Noah Rosen;  Gabriel F. Tucker  MD Award to Dr. Craig Derkay; 
Resident Research Award to Dr. Evan Compton; Young Faculty/Practitioner Award to Dr. Gary Gartling; NSDA 
Travel Scholarship Grants to Dr. VyVy Young and Amy Stone.  During the President’s Reception, Dr. Peak Woo 
received the deRoaldes Award and Dr. Ernie Weymuller was the recipient of  the James Newcomb MD Award.  
Dr. Rosen presented the Presidential Citations to  Susan Rusyn, Colleen Picinott, Drs. James Cohen, Blake 
Simpson, Mark Courey, Michael Johns III, and Peter Belafsky. The Casselberry Award was presented to Dr. 
Neda Reddy with each co-author also receiving a plaque as was decided by Council in 2021. 

 

Poster Presentation awards - This year there was a record number of poster presentations reviewed by Judges 
Drs. TK Kwon, Anais Rameau, and Pavan Mallur. We continue to receive excellent quality in our posters and 
were pleased to award the first-place prize to Dr. Gene Huh. Posters submitted by Drs. Jasper Han and Andrew 
Vahabzadeh-Hagh tied for second place. Ribbons were placed on each poster and the recipients were an-
nounced by Dr. Buckmire. You may view each ALA poster on the Genigraphics website.  

 
President’s Reception— Dr. Rosen chose for his theme, “Show Your Team Spirit” by encouraging everyone to 
don their favorite sports jersey or hat. Arcade games were set up in the Pegagus Ballroom foyer with music pro-
vided by our own Dr. Pavan Mallur. In addition to the deRoaldes and Newcomb awards presentations, Dr. Rosen 
was presented the President’s Watch, Past President’s Pin and Medal. Our lady fellows received a newly de-
signed necklace or broach as a symbol of Fellowship. It was a night filled with excellent food and beverage, gam-
ing competition, and a continuation of honoring those whose service to the ALA is greatly appreciated  



ALA Group Photo— Annual Meeting 2022  

The Triological Society has requested that we remind you that all Triological Society members 
who author or co-author a manuscript accepted for Laryngoscope Investigative Otolaryngology, 
receive a discounted publication fee. 

ALA Council and Post-Graduate Photo— Annual Meeting 2022  
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Post-Graduate Membership Steering Committee 
Chairperson ……...…………Dr. James Daniero 
Committee Members ….…. Drs.  Sara Abu-Ghanem, Matt Clary, Bill Gao, Bobby Morrison and Karla O’Dell, 
Advisors……………………  Drs.  Michael M. Johns III , Lee Akst, MD ,and Melin Tan 
Administrator………………..Maxine Cunningham, MBA 

 

 

Post Graduate Members Corner  

 A warm welcome to all the new post-graduate members inducted at COSM on April 29, 2022. We were able to 
resume our Post-Graduate Member Symposium with Drs. Marshall Smith and Julina Ongkasuwan who discussed , 
“Developing a new laryngology skill set: Bilateral and Unilateral Reinnervation.”  The topic was very well received by 
a full room of attendees that stayed for the duration of the interactive session. The annual meeting also featured the 
inaugural Post-Graduate Member Best Paper Award. This year’s $500 award went to Rupali Shah, Associate Pro-
fessor at the University of North Carolina Voice Center, for her work “Can the User-Friendly Home Peak Flow Meter 
Adequately Predict Severity of Subglottic Stenosis and Need for Surgery?”. Congratulations Rupali! Podium presen-
tations at the annual meeting with a PG Member listed as first or last author are automatically eligible, so get your 
abstracts in before the October 31st deadline.  
 In other news, the ALA-PG committee is continuing the mentorship match program. We continue to reach out to 
everyone (especially new members) to highlight the mentorship program that the ALA has sponsored with great suc-
cess over the last 9 years. As a new member, we encourage you to pair with an ALA fellow for mentorship and guid-
ance. The goal continues to be one of fostering relationships that will help everyone thrive in their careers and lives 
outside of medicine, as well as navigating the path to becoming a full ALA Fellow. 
 Six new Post-Graduate members were introduced during the business meeting.  We extend congratulations to 
Drs. Yael Bensoussan, Keith A. Chadwick, Aisha Harun, Breanne L. Schiffer, Mausumo Syamal, and Yin Yiu. 
 Our Steering Committee continues to be very active in contributing to the Laryngology Curriculum and Patient 
Education Materials that may be accessed on the website. The ALA continues to refine these resources to become 
the “go-to” location for trusted Laryngology content.  Please visit the website, https://alahns.org/research-education/
laryngology-curriculum. In addition, the Laryngology Fellows Online Curriculum (LFOC) is an incredible resource for 
young Laryngologists and Fellowship Directors. LFOC videos can be accessed behind the members only portal on 
the website.  
  Finally, we (PG Members) now have a direct link on the website and invite you to visit often. https://alahns.org/
post-graduate/  If you have any suggestions for content or would like to participate in the mentor-mentee match, 
please don’t hesitate to email Dr. Daniero at jdaniero@virginia.edu.  

 We extend our appreciation to our advisors,  Drs. Mike Johns, Lee Akst and Melin Tan for their continuous sup-
port. We also extend a warm welcome to Dr. Al Merati as the incoming Liason to the Post-Graduate Membership 
as Mike Johns transitions to other Council duties. Thank you Al! 
 
All the best, 
Jim Daniero 

https://alahns.org/research-education/laryngology-curriculum
https://alahns.org/research-education/laryngology-curriculum
https://alahns.org/post-graduate/
https://alahns.org/post-graduate/
mailto:jdaniero@virginia.edu


 

 

 

 

. 
 
 
 
 
For those of us on the academic calendar, this time of year is a time of transitions. 
New residents are start their training and ‘seasoned’ residents become chiefs and 
learn how to run a service. This is also the time of year we encounter new medical students who want to learn 
from us and gain exposure to our specialty.  
 
When I reflect on this, I recall the first time I experienced otolaryngology as a medical student. During the sum-
mer between the first and second years of medical school, I had an opportunity to shadow physicians across 
multiple specialties and this wound up being my introduction to otolaryngology. How exciting that was!  
 
As a faculty member, I have for many years now had the privilege of being on the other end of the teacher/
learner relationship. The faces change every year, but what doesn’t change is the excitement for learning 
which is one of the foundational aspects of medicine. That level of dedication and innovation is notable in re-
cent contributions such as the Laryngeal Fellow Online Curriculum (LFOC) that has been spearheaded and 
coordinated by Brad deSilva, MD of the Ohio State University. This educational database is co-sponsored and 
housed by the ALA and is available to our members on the ALA website.  
 
I hope that all of us, no matter our role, can continue to kindle the excitement of new learning in our students, 
residents, fellows, and beyond. The fall season will again be full of opportunities for coming together and 
learning once more, but before then, remember that even the leisurely long summer days can be the start of a 
lifetime of learning. Kind regards,  
 
 
 
 
Joel H. Blumin, MD 
Secretary 

From the Secretary’s Desk 

Dates to Remember 

 2023 Annual Meeting 

 Abstract Submission available on-line July 31 -October 31, 2022 

   COSM — May 3-7, 2023, Boston, MA 

   ALA 144th Annual Meeting May  5-7, 2023, Boston, MA 

 

  2023 Research Grant Application 

 Letter of Intent Deadline—December 1,  2022 

 Application Submission Deadline—January 16, 2023 
 

 20234 Laryngology Match Program 

 Match Opens—February 8, 2023 

 


